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| Ear fir, I received yours , dated' the 104h, of. 

| this inftant, made rich with the Ellegant ex- 

preffions of your Kindneſs ,, with which you. 

are wont to fraughe your Letters and-load 

your Friends. Were 1 not well acquainted with the 
exceeding humanity, and curteſie of your Nature, which, 
renders  oppertunities of yending your dearelt Love , 
more acceptable toyou,. than the molt advantagious 
Bargains ; tt would be a Paradox tome , that ſo wile a 
perſon as'your ſelf', ſhould adventure fo, choice and 
precious commodities , as the Floyers and Qrnatmzents 
of your Rhetorick (choice to all but to you that dit- 
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pence them) to me ;z whoam likely to prove ſo bad a 
Factor , as romake you litcle or+.no return, not out of 
che pravity of my will, bur the imbecility of my pow- 
er, which renders noronly my abilities to perform | 
{may , but my flock'of Oratory low ; {o that I ſhould 
ſooner break, than return you ſo much as tie principal 
in your own Coyll, | | 
Truly ſir, the former, verbal eqyrcfione of your Love, 

have had ſo much of the power f- perſwaſion in them, 
that whenT compared them with the honeſty of your 
principles , your upright converſation, and the finceri- 
ty of your-dealings ;' [have becn ready , not only to 
give applauſe to your councet , with a thonſand thanks 
co boot, and alſoto ſubſcribe an A ME W to your 
concla(ions z. (a Character as Divines tells us, both of 
faith and good will) but on the other ſide, they have 
had ſo much of the ſmoothneſs of Oratory (the delica- 
cy of Courtſhip) in them z that when I had pondered 
with my ſelf, that they come ina garb not reſembling 
plain and honeſtdealing , and had compared them to 
my ſmall merits (with which they have bore. no man- 
ner of proportion) I could not receive them otherwiſe 
than as the ſuperaboundancy of your dear Aﬀe&ions 
and good will come, naturally flowing from the Foun- 
tain of thatzeal, which wiſhes as well ro your neigh- 
bour as to your ſelf ; whereinI muſt acknowledge my 
ſelf oþleiged to you, more than in the ſuparlative de- 
gree ; and conceit that your overflowing ſtile proceeds 
more from the volability of your tongue, and ſweet 
Rhetoricalacquirements, than from any intentjon of 
Flattery, Yet I muſt' confeſs as ir 15 an arrogancy in 
me to {enſure your intentions'z. ſo I ſhould blame my 
ſelf of womurh credulity., to.lert the loftineſs of your 
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ſile perſwade, tharthe reallity of your love is ſoexcef- 
ſive rowards me, as your pleaſant. and ſmooth expreſſi. 
ons would ſcem to denore ; when all the world knows, 
there is not any thing in me, capable 'of deſerving fo 
much as a ingle favour , much leſs the ardency ot an 
afteQion from you. | It 
But now my dearfriend, this laſt of yours hath en. 
"ded the controverſy , and fixed the* liberality of my 
judgement : and now I am really perſwaded, that 1am 
as rich in your love as I am poor in merit : for firan- 
gers, nay enemies may be extravigant in verball ex. 
prefſions , bur none who. is not a real friend can be fo 
much concerned for the welfare and happizefs of ano- 
ther, as lam very ſure you are for mine, And truly 
fir, as I account yeur concernments, an auſpicious au- 
gury of my tuture profperity; ſo I cannot bur eftecm 
them as unqueſtionable arguments: of the certainty 
and durabiliry of your fricndig: And I am con- 
vinced now, that the — my doubts hereto. 
fore, hath been, becauſe I proceeded roconcluſions up- 
on fallacious premiſes ; for I (having experience 
of the greatneſs of your wi{dome) preſumed that the 
ad of love in you , muſt neceſſarily preſuppoſe a caſu- 
al merir in me : whereas, I oughr not to have donbt. 
ed the truth of what you have ſaid , having for that 
the authority of an auri ire, and having ſearched my 
ſhallow ſelf, for a reaſon of your love, 'bur. findin 
none z I ought to have refle&ged upon you , 5; way, 
ſhould have found a goodneſs like that in God Almigh- 
ty : whoſe mercies are not attraſted from him by 
any deſert inthecreature ; but ejeted out of him, by 
that exuberant(goodneſs and charity , which is in his 
Eſſence, And ig is the real bleſſing of my felicicy, thay 
| your 
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youraffe&ions:( to me)  thw flow from you : for were 


they grounded upon anydeſerving of mine , they would - 


ebb and flow, according to the Spring and Fall of rhe 
ignorance-and miſcarriages of my Lite; which being 
many, would certainly infinitely diminiſh the fireames 
of that pure Fountain (at leait trouble and muddy 
chem) from whence your unmeaſurable kindneſs flows. 

"And now dear fir, fince I embrace you forarcal 
friend, 1 cannot but emeriain you in 
bernacle ( the retiring room)-of my ſoul ; the habitati- 
onof an honeſt and loving 

ou, of that whereaf you have heard a-rumor : where- 
a0 | will endeavour to make evident:my_ carneſt deſire, 
of giving you what ſatisfaQion I can , concerning my 
proceedings in-that marter of whictryou wrote to' me: 
wherein humbly-conceive you are more than ordina- 
Tily.. concerned! for-me. / But the truth.4z, (as you-have 
been informed) my intentien is romarry an Old VVo- 
man z one indeed, who compared t& me may be term- 


_ edſomerhing Antientzhaving enjoyed the light of the 


Sun, almoft twenty years before I was born : yet ſuch 
an one ſhe is, as hath no other mark of her age, but 
herincomparable diſcretion , mixed with much expe- 
rience, which renders her {o admirable and excellence, 
aha: antiquity ſhall never beableto make her deſpica- 
ble. 'She looks not like the ruines of Perſepolts , 'by 
which it 'may be onely gueſſed , : there was once a 
beautiful. fabrick 5 Bur \my deareſt Lady, looks as if 
ſhe /had'grown in Adoxts Gardens, where the flowess - 
flouriſh 1in'-perpetual verdure; or rather, like -the 
ſhoulder of Pelops , tranilated into ſupple Ivory ; 'Or 
like a Nymph, fprung out of «&£ſors Bath , rally- 
ing up the/ſcaticred Forrs Of her Beauties 5 which 
: | ; although 
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alchough they may not be ſofplendid and glorious, 
as they were 1n her primitive Juſtre, inthe ſpring 
and flower of her age , ſo there would be bur little 
need of their help , ro conquer a heart like mine ; 
which ( I ſpeak it with modeſty) is more caſily won 
by a Treaty, than conquered by Aſſault or Strata- 
gem - If I haveſpoken too haughtily, or ſoared a- 
bove my Sphear or Orb, you are my abettor t.crein - 
for in your Letter, you are pleaſed to attribute ſo 
much to my diſcretion, that you doubt nor of the 
ſtrength of thoſe reaſons, which engage my mind in 
this delign ; which ( to you) {cems to be againſt the 
laws both of Natare and Reaſon. 

Truly fir, (as far as | have learn'd this little ſelf of 
mine,) l may pronounce thusmuch of it (with ſub- 
miſſion to your more Learncd cenſure) thatit would 
be no eaſic matter to bribe my will to an cnter- 
priſe, in the leaſt oppoſite or contradictory, to thoſe 
ewo pillers of Law : the one whereof (Nature) hath 
an obligation upon me, as Iam accreature; and the 


—orher ( Reaſon) as I am a man: But if the thing be 
lawful and honeſt in ir felt , collateral conſidera. 


tions are the things which attract and whet our ap- 
petite. | The lawfulneſs of a thing, 15 not that which 
makes it the obje& of our love or delire, but the 
proficableneſs or pleaſure of it. And ifthe Laws cf. 
Nature and Reaſon , will but permit me to follow the 
courſe of my own inclinations, I am ſure they will 
want no inducements to perſwade me: Bur ſince 
youare pleas'd toaffoard them a faith , I ſhall nor 
trouble both you and my felt ſo far.as to recount 
them, the enumeration of which would {we!l this 
concilc Epiſtle tntoa large Volumpe ; But I (hallen. 
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deavour to prove as plainly as I can , and as generally 

roo ; that tor me to marry her\', who hath {o much 

the advantage of me in years, is neither againſt the 

Lawes of Nature nor Reaſon. 

Firſt, That it is not againſt Natuie, 7 ſhall prove as 
follows. 1. Thefirſt natural end of Marriage is , pro- 
creatio prolis, the preſervation of our Species, and this 
ts a natural obligation which engages a man to cleave 
tO a married lite ; and ſince the object I have cholcn, 
yer lyes within the bounds of the end propoſed, 1 
know no reaſon why I ſhould be blamed in this my 
choice, having a ſober woman, wiſe and diſcreet, nor 
{ubje&uponevery turn, to fancy new objets, or fol. 
low the fooliſh Ideas of yourhtul inconveniencies. And 
this firſt natural end 1s allo Conſervatio domss, by 
which we live in our Poſterity, and convey our names 
and ſpirit to after ages, It you objet a danger of 
the end, by reaſon of her age, I think in this your fear 
15 without caule, fince ſhe is not paſt thoſe years in 
which womeneven commonly have children: Burif 
I ſhould failin this, to whom ſhould I impute this 
cauſe > to your ſuppoſed inequality of the match, or 
tothe good will and pleaſure of God > How many is 
there which (being young) equal in years miſſes of 
this end 2 I hope here you can not imputerthe cauſe ro 
their great antiquity , where nothing 13 wanting , but 
the good will of him whois able todo what he plea- 
ſes: Ando Iſay Paulmay Plant, and Apo/lo may 
water, but itis God who muſt give the ercrcale 2. 
The ſecond natural end is Conferuatis ſanitatts , the 
prevention of Diſeaſes ; by which the body is kept 
in an healthful eſtate , through the abſtraction of 
that, which would not only difturb the Mb” > 

: allo 
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alſo defile the mind : from whence would come a 
confulion of the natural compoſure ; with a grand 
diſturbance of that excellent conſticution of the Mi- 
crocolme ; by which the creature would be drawn 
ro unlawful courſes, oppoſite both to the limitation 
of nature, and Commands of God. Luſt detained, 
cauſes the body to Janguiſh, inan apprehenſion of 
the {weets of its delight ; by which the inward parts 
eicher conſumes or are corrupted z from whence 
comes at laſt a diſſolutionot the whole frame, not on- 
ly before its time, but alſoagainſt nature, whereby 
(tn a fence) man becomes his own murthcrer : Or 
orherwilc, it breaks forth into a flame , like the ra- 
gings of @ violent fire, conſuming all it comes near, 
acting its rapes and 1nfolencies ypon every object, 


- bringing deſtruction to the ſubjef upon which it as, 


as wellasroirs felt; Thus Nature is ſubjected to 
its adverſary, and the law of God violated. But con- 
trarywiſe, when the will 15 at liberty, and the reins 
are let looſe to the Luſt ; there is as i were a gradu- 
al and almoſt inſenfible going on to deſtruction; un- 
{peakeable miſeries ſteal on , with a filent foot : tos 
there 15. not only danger of hurt to the Body, con- 
ſumprion of Eſtate, lots of good Name;z butalſo an 
cternal reward and recompence of wrath, under the 
fury and indignation of the Almighty tor ever; 1n 
regard there is not only the ating ot 4in, once, twice, 
or more; but acontinuation-in.tt.e lame, with a certain 
kind of Love and delight therein, being paſt fecling, 
having a conſcience ſeared, and without hope of re- 
morſe. Now ſince thisend ts the prevention of much 
evil, and thatI may have it full as well anſwcred in 


this obje& which 1havechoſcn, as jn another ;; with= 
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Out the force of greater arguments agaioſt it, I ſhall 


'be ſubjeQ, ro cleave much faſter ro my former prin. 


Ciples than ever 1 did before, 3, The third naru- 
Tal end of Marriage is , Cerſolatio Fite, the mutual 
ſociety , and comfortable enjoyment of each other : 
For the great Archicc& and compolcr of man, after 
he had fitted all other Creatures with agreeable 
companions , conſidered that Adam only (being a 
ſociable creature too) was ſolitary, and thereupon 
wanted an addition to his felicity , though he enjoy- 
ed a Paradiſe. Thus wiſe nature, (that is Natura Na- 
trans) intended manſo much happineſs as to have 
a yoke fellow , to lighten the burthen of his aftliti- 
ons, and encreaſe the comfort of his joy, by ſha- 
ring in both: And this advantage of mutual love 
and ſociety, viz. the diminution of forrow ,, and aug- 
mentation of happineſs, ariſeth from the conſolations 
of love, and fraition of irs increaſe, Now I ſhall 
ihew you that my intended marriage may fatisfy all 
theſe ends; though you muſt give me leave to ob- 
ſerve , thatI could take a ſhorter way to confute 
_ , and prove my intentions in this matter agreea- 

leto the Laws both of Nature and Reaſon, by a me- 
dium which you have granted me already; for if it 
would anſwer any of theſe ends of Nature, or were 
jaſtyfiable upon a ratienal account, it were juſtifiable 
by the law of Nature: for the law of Nature in man 
is the fountain of Reaſoy, and ſo your --- diſtin&tion 
would: be deſtroyed-; for man doth by nature entende- 
re finem, and not tendere in finem: he is to look before 
he leaps, and-not to get upand ride atall adventures, 
as thoſe irrationals do, which chalenge for a Valen- _ 
tine, 'the firſt they meet inthe vain of ckeir formali- 
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tics, And thatnatural reaſon, which prompts us to 
reſpe& the proportion of years, will light us alſo to 
contider, all other conveniencic3 in point of prudence, 
with which you are'pleaſed ro Complement your 
poor friend : And truly , inthis concern, I cancaſ\i- 
ly demonſtrate, there is enough to comterballance all 
the inconvenicncies that canreſult from the diſpro- 
portion of years that 15 between us ; *Twas excellent- 
ly ſpoken of the Learned Howel when ke (aid. 


Though the Caſtalian dames (and all the re 
Of women kind) love youthful ſpirits best, 

Yet I bave knows them oftentimes inſpire 
Autumnal brains with heats of Enthean five : 
Nay, 'tis otſeruy'd in thoſe whom Phoebus loves , 
The more the ſence impairs, the ſowl improves. 


So that _ juſtified in point of pollicy , it is a- 
greeableto the laws of Nature , but my deſign is ra- 
ther to ſatisfy you, asa Friend , than to conture you 
as a Diſputant : And therefore I ſhall avoid what- 
ſocver may but ſeem to ſmell of Sophiſtry ; and take 
your words in your own meaning as near as I caf\, 
Now by your diſtin&ton, I conceive your meaning 
15,tO abſtras the rational faculty of the Soul (which 13 


= proper to man) from the ſenſitive faculty which is the 


ſame bothin Manand Beaſt, And when you ſpeak 
of the law of Natare,you mean that blind inſtin& of 
natural ſence, whereby we follow the conduct of our 
ſenſitiveappetite*, And thus I ſhall labour io prove 
my propeted intentions agreeable tothe Laws of Na- 
ture, inaſmuch as they will ſatisfy thoſe natural cnds 


which we propoſe to our ſelves therein: For where 
B 3 there 
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there is a ſignal ſympathy, there muſt of neceſlity be 


a ccrtain agreement z and if in this caſe you abſtract 
reaſon from ſence, ( as I ſuppoſe you do) you will 
fiad your {elf much the loſer. For rake away reaſon, 
( lince there 1s a true ſympathy in all like natural 
rhiags) that inclination of nature by mutual attracti- 
on; would [trivetocleave to that which 1s neareſt ir, 
wittout any conlideratton of age, forme, or any other . 
conveniency z from whence how groſs a product 
would ariſc, I ſhall leave toothers to judge : if chen 
that be lawtul , wich agrees with nature, or thelaw 
of nature inthis ſence, what a Monſtre ſhajl we 
make ot that, which you would fo fain havetobe a 
guide; and to whom you would haveus offer ſuch 
{ubjc&ion and obedience, as nor inthe leaſt to decline 
her diftates.,, Vould not this be meer ſenſuality it 
ſelf, and might I not account it with St. /ames, Earth- 
ly and Devilliſh? = miltake me not, byallthis I 
contend not againſt nature , nor yer her law : you 
would have done well to have told plainly what na- 
ture you meant, and to have madeſucha diſtinQion, 
that ir might have been clear to my underſtanding. 
There is a corrupt and carthly.nature which is from 
below and 15 devilliſh: And there 1s an incorrupti- 
ble and divine nature, which is from above, and is 
heavenly : by the firſt , man acts and brings forth 
evil , the ground of all our ſorrow and wo: By the 
other , we aQt ard bring forth good , the ground and 
foundation of all our comfort and happineſs which 
is liſe czernal ; and withour doubt this is that na- 
ture, by which the Gentiles which knew not the 
law, did the things contained in the law , and by 
which they became a law unto themſclves, Now if 

this 


(15) 
this latter be that nature, whoſe law you would 
have me to ſubject my (clfunto, (contidred abſtract- 
T_ man's corrupted and depraved reaſon) 1 
thall calily accord with you ; and to make ir my 
bulineſs, to prove my preſent deſigne as fully and 
really agreeable thereto, as one and the ſame 
thing ts agreeable to ir felt, Now:to ſhew how far the 
three atoreſaid ends of marriage are anſwred in 
this of mine, as having relation to this divine na. 
ture, is athing of no diftculcy: the firſt is as I ſaid 
before Preſeruatio Prolis, the preſervation of our of- 
ſpring, which how agrecable ir is to the mindeof 
the divine being, I nced ſignify no more, than 
"what, was ſpoke to ourfirſt parents , Encreaſe and 
Multiply, Thus having proved this end agrecable 
ro that law which you plead for, it remaines to 
ſhew how 1t is anſwred 1n the obje&t I have cho- 
ſen: for {ince_in all humane reaſon, ſhe is nor paſt 
child baring but may yer have a plentiful Iflue ; 
rheſobriety of the perſon may give me hopes of 
the Conſervation of my owne family and houle, 
and not fruſtrate my Expectations with a baſtard 
Iflue of another, the which I might really expect, 
if ſo be I ſhould meet with a young, robuſt, and 
frollick Laſs, which accounts her lacivioſne(s all 
the happineſs ſhe can cnjoy in this world : Thus 
mightlI tachcr the children which would be none of 
mine, by engratting impious imps upon my ſtock ; 
and bealloa cover toa whore at belt, by nouriſh- 
ing the of-ſpring of an unclean bed ; all which I 
now avoid, withourany future cauſe of fear. The 
ſecond end is conſervatio ſanitatis, the conſervation 
of health, which that ir is alſo agreeable with this 
| div ic 
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divine nature is eaſily proved : for whoſoever de- 
{troys life, mult firſt deſtroy rhe Concomitant 
thercof, which is health : for health is nothing 
bur cl. being of Lite, in its vigor : now the law 
ſaich chou ſhalt nor Kill; and it was ordained by 
God that Moſes ſhould litcup the brazen Serpent in 
the wildcrnels, that all thoſe whoſe health were 
impared by the ſtinging of the firey ſerpents, ſhould 
looke thereto and be healed : Eliſha cured Naaman | 
the Aflirian of his Leproſy ; and it was the pra- 
Riſe of our Lord and his Diſciples to heal and cur 
the diſeaſed, and reſtore the fick ; thus having b/ 
precept and Example cleared the end, I ſhallſhew 
how tt agrees with my purpoſe : in reſpe& wheytof, 
although I need ſay no more than what I have alreayd 
faid ; yet this naturally followes, that by having 
a ſobcr and honeſt womang avoid thoſe dangers, 
which otherwiſe I might fall into, by meeting with 
a wanton and Luxurious perſon : who beſides de- 
fileing her bed, mightat one time or another meer 
with a @ward anfwerable ro her merrit, and be 
paid with the Pox inſtead of a gratuity, which to 
make me amends, ſhe might at next hand, give me 
asa token But at Leaſt her youth and beauty 
(beſides thar fire which her Eyes would kindle in 
the breaſt of a man, who 1s compoſed by nature 
more accurately for this purpoſe, than the Veſtal 
ptles, which were laid for the Catching of the Sun 
beames) thoſe amorous gelſticulations, and de- 
lightful blandiſhments, with which ſhe would 
allure me; and thoſe Venereal delights with which 
molt young women, do like Eve, envcigle and 
painper their willing husbands, might poſhbly 
ſpur 
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ſpur me on to a cOoncupiſcence far beyond the now 
modeſty of my mind , or the inter:tion of nature 
(which was to qualific, and not to exaſperate the ar. 
dour of our Bloods) and the permiſſion of tle Law 
of God : for he that makes proviſion for the fleſh, 
ro fulfil che Luſts thereof, though he confine kim- 
{elf ro the uſe of his owne natural witc, I take to 
be agrols treſpaſler againſt the Laws both of Nature 
and Keaſox : tor he doth not only corrupt the natu- 
ral end of Marriage, but fins as much againſt his 
owne body, as the Epicure that wallowes in A- 
dultery 3 Omne ntimum vertiitur in viium, tO much 
of one thing is good for nothing ; and it is but a weake 
and flendcr apology; to lay the woman deceited me 
and I did eate ; Enough (the Proverb ſaith) is as 
good asa feaſt; andhe thar is nut prompted mcre 
by the inſtigation of his ſtomack, thanby the allure- 
ments of cl. things which are ſct before him ; he 
thar doth not eate more, to appeaſe his craving ap- 
petice, thanto tickle and pleaſe his pallet; as he 
never ſhall have a good diſgettion, ſo he mult needs 
have a craſie conſtitution : /ejunim flomachu rare wuul- 
gariatemnit; a belly fulis a Lelly ful ; and beirg re- 
-plcat, the robuſt plow-mans teeth, water not aticr 
the Nefar and 4mbroſiaot the Gods, For my parr, | 
am ſo little indulgent ro my owne pleaſure, that [ 
wiſh I may never enjoy the { weet ſociety of a female 
bed fellow, but when] am provoked more by $Sca- 
ligers ixth {cence,; than by all the othkerfive: And 
I dare adventure, odds,on the woman's fide, thac 
though the {now on her head may quality the licat 
of her blood, yetchen ſhe will be able ro abate the 
Calidity, and quelthe Courage of a Frid-groom as 
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ftout as Hercules, Thus the difference of the ſcxes 
may be mixed by allowing Horz-mans law, (Inch 
and weight) adding the ponderofity of years, for 
acloz to the ſtrength and aCtivity of her luſt, Fur 
what may ſay now to young women, to make them 
amends > ſhall I allow them young husbands? nay, 
muſt not I allow them odds in number, to countcr- 
poiſe the advamage of their firength> for let them 
be of what Nation, ' Kingdom, or Country ſoevcr, 
they are moſt of them Libidinous in Converſation, 
and will have adjutores tori, cither by Wittalage or 
Cuckoldage : many young men are ſuch Cely's in 
the World, that they think their abilicies, a match 
{ufficient for any of the female Gender : bur (ſhew 
me Hefor himſelf, the ſtoureſt he that lives, who 
afier a weeks repoſe in the boſom of a Lutlty and 
yourhful Beauty, will not ſay that he is become a 
Victim to Yenw, and a helpleſs Saint under thealter 
of Cupid ; as his waſted fleſh, extcnuared Eyes, pen- 
dentEares, and ſneaking behaviour may ſufficient- 
ly demonſtrate; whilſt the like Aurors looks freſh, - 
buckſome,, plump, and lively ; her Eyes makes 
bonefires, crowing and tryumphing for the Y7#ory ; 
baffling her Caſtrated Cavalier with ſtolen Kifles ; 
he mean ſcaſon returning only a poor and dry ſalute, 
and that more to ſave his Credit, than ſerve his 
Love: And let who will ery che experiment, I'l , 
undertake aftcrall this, they ſhall find her as ful as 
if ſhe had never been tap't. I might remind youof 
his anſwer (who was a renouned Soldier under the 
command and banner of Yer) which was made to 
King /ames, whereby he laid down the Cudgels to 
his Sitter z cenfeſſiug himſclt nothing compared to 
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her : which truth his Majeſty received without any 
wonder, for as much as he had experience already 
of the tortitude of women, in his owne Vertuous La- 
dy ; and with all confeſſed, chat this was a Law- 
rc! due alone to the female ſex. But I know this 
{tory 15 not new to you, and therefore is tedious to 
me, tor my fancy moves therein fo far out of its 
own Element, chat I am meerly drawn thereto by 
the tyrany of my will : I ſhall theretore conclude ir, 
with the obſervations of him, who was once very 
cxpertinthe Arc of Loving. 


Molltbus tn pratis admugit femina tauro 

F emina Cornipidi ſemper adhinnit equo : 
Parcuor in nobs, nec tam furtoſa libido eff ; 
Legittmum finem flamms vVirilss batet, 


The third natural end of Marriage 15s conſolatro 
vite, the Conſolation of our lives through the mu- 
rual ſociety and enjoyment of each other ; which to 
prove to be natural in this caſcis needleſs, ſeeing 
it was for that purpolconly (becauſe that the man nas 
alone) that God made hum a help meet for him ; 1 
ſhall therefore 1immediatly ſhew, how my Intent 
is anſwerable to this end ; and this end may be an- 
{wered in my Intent ; which when attained 1 will 
be bold ro boaſt my (elf (in this reſpe&) the happi- 
c{t man living : for the gravity of her perion, {obri- 
cry of her t umours, modeſty of her behaviour, dif- 
cretion of her mind, and conſtancy of her affections, 
do ſo exactly fit my delire, and anſwer my expecta- 
rions, that I value not any thing in compariſon ot 
her, and do eſteem her company and ſociety next 
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Heaven it ſelf:for as inthar I muſt be happy in another 
lite z (0-41 her l am made Fappy in this ;| looke upon 
t.cr as an Earthly paradiſe, Vita beata eft conventens na- 
ture ſue, (aith Seneca: ler others ſquander away 
tizeir time in viewing babies 1n the mirror of their 
Ladyes Eyes, and hang upon cheir Lipps, as it they 
Copularced by the mouch like Vipers; for my part 
I have quired theſe vain and childith dalliances, nor 
worth tte {corn of ker, thc unity of whoſe noble ſoul 
pleaſes me beyond the Capacity of common {ence : Her 
diſcourſe mixed with {o much ſubmiſſion and mo- 
d«{ty, her words ſo few, but waighty ; her deport- 
ment ſo courteous z and her actions ſo generous and 
noble, doall fer themſelves in Battalia tro encounter 
my attcCtions ; and have ſo much won _= me al- 
ready, that I may not only confeſs my ſelf to have 
loſt much ground, bur allo that I am become her 
captive without redemption. It ſhe {peakes I am 
furpriſed ; the very power of her Rhetorick is able 
ro conquer the ſtouteſt heart : her words are like ſharp 
arrows , they peirce deep; in her deportment ſhe 
carries the trophies of Viftory ; uponall her ations 
is written Glory and Honour, But | muſt givea check 
ro my pen, leſt I loſe my ſelf in the teild of her 
commendation : thegreateſt and moſt thatI can ſpeak 
in her praiſe is infinitly below her ; the leaſt glance, 
of her Eyes is powerful; her very brow commands 
rhe molt imperious and ſcorntul, yer with the great- 
cit humility imaginable ; bur why extend | thus far, 
to you who arc a ſtranger to the happineſs of know. 
ing her; ſure I am, you cannot dolefſs, but judge 
theſe lines extravagancies, and read them (withour 
difference) only as a Romance, bur for a concluſion 
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to this perticular let me tell you, what I have ſpok- 
cnof her 15 rruth, which if it be not a marter of our- 
ward coniolation, I as yet know not what is, bur 
ſhould be deſirous to learn; for herein we enjoy 
not only the Bodys, but alſo the Souls of one ano- 
ther; wherein as I enjoy her deareſt Love , with 
the greaceſt Kindneſs a real heart can demonſtrate 
it wichal ; fo lrecaliate rhe ſame, with my entirefi 
and dearcſt affection. Secondly that it i z0t again(t 
Reaſon. 

You ſay, that you cannot beleive that I, whohave ſeen 
ſo many rare , excelent, and incomparable peices of na- 
ture ; viewed them with ſocyittical an Eyes, and ſet them 
forth with more than ordihary Commendations , ſhould 
now fix my affetton upon one, whoſe face in all prohab1li- 
ty muſt needs looke like the trees which mourne tn Oftober, 
To which fir I anſwer, that it is a figne, you are 
iznorant indeed of, her, whom you with ſogrear a 
probability repreſent : for otherwiſe, you would 
confeſs it, ſo far from being a wonder, that I ſhould 
love her ; that you would eſtcem it nothing leſs than 
a miracle, if I ſhould not ; or at leaſt count me ei- 
thera mad man, or a foole tor fo _ Andl tear, 
I ſhould have of you as Jcalous a Rival, as ] have you 
now a fairhful friend. [ muſt confels I have loved to 
loak upon handſome faces; yea and doſtill, when 
I have the happinefs to mcer with them : bur it is 
all one to me whether rhey be made of Fleſh and 
Blood, or of Canvale and Paint; for that glory 
that reſulrs from the excelent ſymetry of the fea- 
rures, and the rare mixture and Location of Colours, 
is the ſameto me in the one as in the other ;nay poſh- 
bly I might have gon farther than the pleaſing 
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delight of the Eye 1 might have conceived a - fancy 
tor rhe perſon. of a woman, by the ſurvey of ker 
countenance: for Naturcis.in every man a Phyſiog- 
nomift, and calculates from the very ſupcrfictes 
and Liniaments of the face, that there is ſomching 
in the diſpoſition of that ſpeQackle, agrecable to 
the conſtitution and (cul of che incentive ſpecator : 
44 and this agreeablencſs bcing the only caulc cf Love, 
| the Eye doth affect che Heart, with a better Jik- 
1ng of {ome perſons than of others; creating in usas 
ic were a certain beleitc, that thoſe things which 
are deſirable in the objet, were aborigme made 
to complear the fulneſs of our happineſs1n this Life. 
| The which it I ſhould ſtand ro make appcar I need 
oe no further than Experience and Hiſtory, where- 
101 may have almoſt as lopg a feild to trace, as 15 
| ſhaded by the circumvoluton of the Cannopy of 
| Heaven ; but there is no need of thar, your owu 
E reading can inform you, . infinicly beyond what my 
| weake capacity, and clowded memory is able to 
| ſignify. Thus welſce in nature there is a love, and 
| attractive quality, between things of the ſame ſpe- 
cics ,:or {pirit : And that is che reaſon that a 
Horſe .ncighs after a Mare , but ſpurnes a Cow ; 
that the Vine embraces the Elme , but Kills the 
In Lawrell; .that the Load-ſtone atrracts Jron, bur the 
| Adamant rcſtraines it ; and that Jer will draw a 
wheat firaw. to it, whilſt it is paſſive to all other 
things : Now if chele things have by nature a facu]. 
ty to affect, things agreeable to their nature (inami. 
| nate you ſee, as well as animate) why may not 
| the like ardor and fmypothetick quality be pre. 
2nant in man alſo (who hath a,rational ſoul ?) as 
| well 
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well from the ſympathy of mind, as from the at- 
tractive power of nature? but that this is in man is 
evident; and it is as certain, that in the Counte- 
nancc of a woman, there is to be {cen thoſe tokens 
and characters, where by their ſympathy or An- 
tipathy may eakly be diſcerned : for nature (touſe 
a Vulgar expreſſion) like the puppit playes on a 
ſtage, alwayes hangs out a ſmall Map of thoſe 
things which are to be found within 5 Omnis motus 
anim ſuum quendam 4 ngtura habet Unltium, & ſonum, 
& geſtum : folumque £0rpis hominis, & ej 0mntis mo- 
ti4, omneſque yoces, ut nerui in fidibis, ita ſonant, ut 
a motu animt ſunt pulſe, ſaith Cicero in libro de Oratore : 
and again in his book de pet. con, Yultus eſt anime 
Jaxua, & tatula;, And Quintilian, dominatur Max- 
me Vultus , hoc amamus , boc odimw, hoc plurima tn- 
telligimiw. Bur I never devored my {clt fotar ro the 
divinity of Yea, the molt captivating beauty z bur 
that whenlT have amireda lirtle into their acquain- 
rance, and found that thoſe good and {ympatherick 
Vertnes which I found in their faces; wanted dil- 
cretion, or Experience, or both: to manage them ; 
or have been corrupted by evil education, I have 
looked upon thoſe {weet diſpoſitions, (whoſe com- 
pany and ſolace would be enongh to raviſhthe Vo- 
raries ot Drana) to be, not fo good as an Image, 
piQure or thadow ; but rather as a painted ſepul- 
cher, ful of nothing bur Stink and Rottenneſs ; more 
noylom thanche fiſch that flows from the mange of 
a gald Horſe back ; upon whichI cannot look with- 
out loathing, Thus I ſhake off my chaines, re- 
nounce my pleaſures, and abhorr the perſon much 
more than ever. :admired the facg, I could often 
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be content to keep the frontiſpeice, when I never 
{hall have a deſire to- purchaſe the book, although 
at no dcarer a price than a perpetual beleite and cre- 
dir of the matter it containes, No Dear tir, the 
love with which I will lovea wite, ſhall not bethe 
fancy of my Eye, but the delight of my Soul : | 
w1ll not love her, becauſe the 15tranſendent to my 
{1ght; but ſhe ſhall be tran{cendenc,” becauſc 1 love 
hcr, 7 am not ſomuch a Novice intte world, bur 
that I have obſerved a little of the opperation of beau- 
ty; and1 find thatir isa thing ſo fartrom being de- 
frable for irfelt only ; that were a woman enriched, 
with all othcr delirable qualities, that we could 
witha wite tobe endowed withal; and laſtly Crown- 
cd, even with the very perteCtion of beauty ; 1 thould 
be more atraid of the deceittul ſnare of that beauty, 
than be in Love with the creature, for 1 kave known 
ſome, which have met with ſuch as have been ve- 
ry excellent for their beauty, bur attcr a while, they 
have repented themot their choiſe. For cither they 
Loved their wives rcally, or clſc ſuperficially ; (and 
thar' 1 am ſure for the (weetneſs of their faces) it 
they have lovedfeally, thar Love hath been ſooner 
heated with the foultrineſs of the beames of his 
deareſt delighr, that ir became rank and corrupted ; 
degenerating into intolerable jealouly. And 1 may 
athrm, tome with in my own Knowledge, (and 1 
belive yours t0G) that have doated fo.far upon the 
b-auty they had eſpouſed, - that they Have run horn- 
mad at thoſe who have caſt but an amorous plealing 
glance of their Eycs, to the Idol they adore : 
though 1 dareſay (it ſair and honeſt be termes con- 
(tant) ti1eyha ve found as cold areceptionas ſparks 
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of fire in the Occan. It they have loved only fuperh- 
cially , that paſſion is ſcarce worth your derifion, 
nor canit any wayes be wcrthy the name of Love : 
for it is indeed buca Luſt, and though it ſtalk un- 
der the name of ardency, and deareſt atte&ion, yet ir 
is but a Maſhrom which ſpringsupina night, and as 
ſoon decaies again za meer impoſture full of nothing 
bur deluſions , ſpringing from mecr {cnſuality at beſt. 
And beſides it isa thing ſo contrary to my nature, a 
thing that] ſo much hate , that 1 mnſt needs difco- 
ver the Hypocritical and knavith knack thcreot , in 
four qualitics , wherein contradicts the true love, to 
which I am a moſt zealous Votary, Firſt it is emi- 
nent bur by fits, a meer diſtemper , a feaver only a- 
ﬀfeRing the blood. Secondly, it 15 very ſhort lived, its 


| beginning is its firſt ſtep rowards its concluſion or 


end. Thirdly ,-it is \ubje& ro many fatal accidents, 
during that momentary being. Fourthly, whenir 
rerminates ic leaves a molt fztid ſent behind it, a ha- 
ered and loathing much exceeding my capacity to, 
expreſs. 

As tothe firſt, I ſay it is emminent bur by firs, a 
kind of feavcriſh diſtemper, ariſing from heats and 
colds As long as there 1s luſt for the beauty ro work 
upon its rayes like the Sun beams, vivifies and actu- 
ates it, Sed poſt libidinum Etaporata momenta, - wh.cn 
the little ol fs exhauſted,the 1dolto much adorcd, is 
as much deſpiſed and loathed : and fo it continues, ti!l 
their Laſcivious bodys are replcar again and filled 
profuſly with new delicacics, Swe Cerere 7 Bac- 
cho friget Venw, this love will dye and be frozen if 
not fed and pampered with the delights of Cezes and 
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that Adulccrers ſhould have both their eyes put our, 
for being acceſſary to ſuch unlawful flames :. for ogr 
cycs are thoſe burning glaſles that contraCt tle Flu- 
vium3 or rayes of beauty, (which are innocent 
enough in themſelves) and inflame thoſe ſulphcrous 
vapours in our bodics , which like the Jgas fatuws 
mount at firſt as it they had beſpoke an habitation in 
Heaven, where they intended ro dwell and ſhine like 
fixed ſtars of the firlt magnitude ; love conſtant and 
fixed for cver : but the matternot being able rodcal 
with the fire, their ſpirits fail them, and they are 
forc'd (like the Gyant1n the Fable) ro ſmell ro the 
carth for a new ſupply. Theſe eye-lovers are like 
unfortunate © i = they vaunt and ſwagger, and 
throw at all, whilſt they have che Qeodltber 1n their 
pockets ; but when that is loſt, they curſe their ſtars, 
caie the boxes, burn the Dice, forſ[wear the houſe, 
and it may be ſneak home with a crackt crown ; they 
hang their cars like a dog that hath loſt his rail, till 
ſuch rime as they have reimburſed their empty pur- 
ſes again. And truly fir, theſe lovers (though ocher- 
wiſc never ſo zealous) can love when they pleaſe, 
and when they pleaſe they can hate; the preſence of 
the object is the foundation of their love ; and their 
firm perſuaſion and beleif of the lawfulncts of doing 
all things, is thac which enkindles their Juſt , which 
when anſwered in the fulneſ(s of their delire, rermi- 
nates their love and affetions. Thus they extend 
clieir kindneſs according to the diverſity. of time and 
place, another is as much the objec of their love as 
ec former, the preſence of the creature 1s all that is 
e{timared, thereby making good the common Pro. 
vcrÞ, out of ſight out of mind : nolongerſce, no lon- 
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ver love, the fit comes as often as the mattcr which 
cauſes it returns, which if taken away, or diverted 10 
another courſe, the cure of. love comes ſpeedily on ; 
and indeed it 15 now a great remedy in our daycs ; a 
medicament which Ourdncier dreamed of, Thc 
men account it a very great happineſs that ſceing love 
cannot be cured by herbs, they have now found out 
another way : Thus ſince they are become maſtcrs 
of the Art, they account ic wholcſome to have a fic 
now and then, leſt by their continual freedomet}-cre- 
from, they ſhould become {laves ro liberty, aching 
whichthey as rcally hate, as a dog Joves Mu:ton. 
Secondly this mock- love, as it hath but a ſickly, fo 
it hath bur a ſhorr life ; tor it will not be long before 
the Extravagant youth will have ſowed 115 wild 
oatcs, and have reduced his ſuperflucus and peccant 
moiſture into a little humidum Raticale, A Merchant 
may reccive a foil , from the firſt thipwrack cr two; 
and by his induſtry , ſtrength of the main ſtock, or 
help of good ſriends ( which were born before. him) 
' propup his trembling and cortering credit, but many 
miladventures will bankrupt his very hopes, and 
bring him ſo far onwards todeſ{pair , as todrive him 
tro crouch into the miſerable ſanuary of a broker : If 
he takes not the Kings Bench or the Fleet for his 
Mannor houſe ; the good man cithcr makes day of 
night and walks by owles lightanſwcring every one 
that ſpeakesto him by an Interpreter , orelſe rakes a 
long journey for recreation ſake, to view |.15 countrey 
pallace. This kind of love is like t! @ Borarrers in Scy- 
thya , they ſcem ro be like living caſts, by their eyes, 
noſes and mouthe*, bur when rhey Fave devcurcd 
that modicum of ſuſtenance which hath thicherto 
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ſupported and ſuſtained them z by their facetous 
fading away, they ſatisfy the dcluded world, thar 
they are nothing but Xuſhroms, This love if ic had 
the power. of Living long, yet it would dye foon, 
becauſe ir would ſoon be weary of living : for 1t be. 
ing only a delcQation of the heart, by the agree- 
ablencſs of the object roſence 3 when the (ſence grows 
tamiliar to the obje, \that familiarity will brecd 
contempr, and the ſence will be glutted with ſomuch 


of theſame, that ir will not at all affe& the heart, 


unlef> it be with loathing and dereſtation. The Scrip- 
tures ſay, the Eyc is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor 
the Eare with hearing (1 ſuppoſe not only,of one and 
the ſame thing, but alſo of Variety of ObjeQs. ) 
Thar thing which at firſt being new and pleaſant, 
doth tickle and delight the fences, yet oft repeated 
doth trouble and oppreſs them. There muſt be 
variety as well as congruity to pleaſe the fancy, and 
make the Entertainment acceptable. In /#threpra 
where there are nothing but Blacks, a White is in 
great eſtimation, he is a ſpeQakle of admiration to 
all, but amongſt us, where there is nothing elle, 
there is no one concern'd at the fight, (unleſs it 1s ſome 
Amorreto at the appearance of his Dallilah. ) The 
benumned Muſcoueres (after an half years night) run 
up to the tops of the mountaines, as it they would 
meet the Sun half way; welcoming his harbingers 
with Songs and Sacrifizes ; but with ns it 1s neither 
obſcrved nor admired, buttotally neglefed, as it we 
were wholly unconcern'd with its beauty, or influ- 
ence: Andthe reaſonis, becauſe, though it is the 
moft glorious and uſeful of all Gods creatures, yet 
it is afſiduous and familiar with us, VVho can 
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endure to hear a tale twice told, or who having pur. 
chaſed a book, and fatisfied himſelf with reading 
of ir, doth not wiſh che book where ir was, and he 
his money again > The rarity of a flower may tempr 
us togather ir, bur being nipt from the ſtock, its Glo- 
ry periſhes, 1ts beauty and fragrancy vaniſhes, and 
irs vertue deczycs ; after which we diſcſteem irc, and 
trample itunder toot, as a trifle not worth our look. 
ing on, much leſs our ſtooping for. The body may 
quickly fail the mind, the mind the deſire, the deſire 
the ſausfaQion, and all the man. Thirdly , this love 
is ſubject ro many changes ard diſaſters, to many 
dangerous accidents, in regard tit derives its being 

rincipally from the object, and is terminated there- 

y, as well in time as meaſure ; ſublats cauſa tollitur 
effeaw : and how can that obje& which is the cauſe 
thereof, have any fixity or certain continued manife- 
ſtation which ſo many inexorable 27,0x: are continu- 
ally watching to devour. Firſt Death may bereſol- 
ved tolay his cold and icy hands uponit, and where 
he touches he certainly blaſts; the time of whoſe 
coming 15 as uncertain, as it 1s certain that he will 
come z whole power when he doth come is unrefiſt- 
able : he ſpares none whom he hath a mind tode- 
voure ; he hath no kindneſs more for a beauty, than 
for another ; he neither conſiders, the prime of theis 
years, their youch, or that they may be in the flow. 
er and ſtrength of their age, 1n the mideſt of their 
happineſs and delights, whilſt they are ſurfeiting 
with the fulneſs of cheir pleaſures ; he hearkens nor 
to the tears of Father or Mother, Brother or Siſter, 
orto the intreaty of Friends ;z he hath no reſpect to 


antiquity, nor pitty for poor decriped old age, bur 
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when he reſolves to come he will not be denyed, 
making his ſeiſure whether ic be on yound orold, 
rich or poor, bond or free, male or female, high or 
low, from the Prince uponthe Throne, to the Beg- 
ger upon tic Dung-hill, without any, reverencc of 
mercy to Age, Strength, Scx or Quallity. Second- 
ly, Sickneſs that may come, and then the beauty 
fades away with ir, and its ſceming Luſture vaniſhes 
ic\may be with an irreparable privation , like a flow- 
cr breathed upon bya rude or t:arſh ſalute of Boreas, 
I have known a perſon who hath pretended an Ex- 
talie of Paſſion for a woman (and ut may be nor with 
out ground too) but when the Small-pox had de- 
flowered the virginity of her beauty, and had a lic- 
tle bartcred the market-place; Behold ! he flyly 
ſhrunk away, like a cheate in the Pillary (1 ſup- 
poſe for ſhame of lis treachery)therc by berraying che 
talſneſs of his heart z whoſe aifſembling love, could 
no longer lye undiſcovered, becauſe the vail which 
ſhaded it was taken away. Thurdly, if it havea 
protection from theſe , yer age will come which 
tindes out face', thouyh obſcurcd in the moſi ſecret 
and retired places z Damnoſa quid non immuit dies, 
ifneirher Death nor Sickneſs blemiſh, yer this cat- 
rerpiller 7:me, will be ſure to devoure it : Omnta 
tempus edax depaſcitur, omnta carpit nil [init eſſe din, 
Time will dig a grave for this expiring love, even 
ia thoſe adored beds of Roſes, thoſe ſplendid Lillys ; 
thoſe orient Eyes will fink in 1o their Sockets, and 
leave ghaſtly holcs to bury itin, A trons and bcau- 
tiful building, may clcape the fury of hre, or the 
Violence of mens hands, in pulling of ir downor 
hurting of it; but devouring Antiquity it cannor 

cicape, 
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eſcape, whoſe fury inſenſ{ibly makes it not only look 
rough and rude, defacing the ſtatues thereof , nor 
{carcely leaving the reſemblance of what they once 
were, but allo Jeaves it to the cruelty of a mercileſs 
fall ; by which, long before its ultimate ruine drawes 
near , ic i5 torally torſaken by every one, A glorious 
flower may ctcape the cruelty of the Northen blaſts, 
and begs a repreive from the hand which is ftretch- 
cd out On purpole to cut it off; but horrid old Win- 
rer will not be difapointed, either to ſpare its beau- 
ty, oroblige tts mutable ſpeRators, 

Fourchly, this love when 1t ends leaves a fiink 
and loathing Senind ir; the man is haitily forty 
that ever he waz ſuch a ſlave to beauty ; cr that 
he ſhould ſo much doat upon that which (now he 
really conſtders with himſelf) is fo lictle worth his 
looking on, much lefs his lovez he now begins to 
loath himſely, for loving, yea for touching a thing 
ſo cxecrablc, as that which he once was bound tv 
in fetters ; andehe very memory thereof is as hate- 
ful to him as cver the (now accounted abominablc) 
object was lovly in htz Eye. 

Now the effects of this love is manifeſt, cither fir(k 
in open hatred againſt rhe perſon of the creature , its 
qualities or actions ; orelſe lies in ob{curity, as undcr 
a vatl, tnſecret enmity, conceived from the uncon- 
ſta:cy and falſeneſs of irs own heart , Iris commonly 
ſaid that love is blind and hides a multitude of 
faults, and truly ſoicis with the generallity of Lo- 
vers in our age ; for where aſteion is once conceived 
(alchough there be not the leatt reaſon for it) 
the lcalt kcat or warmth (occaſioned from the kind 
reception thercot inthe heart of the perſon affe&cd) 

CAULt! 
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cauſeth it to lowriſh withour meaſure, ard of a mole 
hil , creates a Mountain : ler the perſon be what ic 
will, cither deformed inits parts, as lame, or blind, 
dcaf or dumb ; ler them be crook backr, hunch ſhould. 
dred, as ſlender in the waft as a cow 1s in the midle, 
flat noſed, platter faced , as tawny as a Aore, their 
reeth diſtorted , rotten, or worn out with Diſeaſes ; 
breath as ſwearas a houſe of office, with a thouſand 
more faults than I can enumerate ; yet this is ſhe that 
he loves, that he ſodearly affects, his joy, delight and 
conſolation Oat could never be more enamoured 
on her Endymen, then this is of his deareſt Lady, he 
eficems all things nothing in compariſon of her ; ſhe 
is above all value ; and although he can {ce as well as 
the Lynx, and hath the uſe of both his eyes as well as 
any man living, yer he can find no fault art all in her 
though all the rown knows well enough that 
ſhe hath had alittle one already.) Nor can he ſee 
in the leaſt any of the defe&ts which we have recited, 
although they infinitely exceed all that can be expreſ. 
{ed by words : her ſtinking breath (more fxrid than 
the Sulpherous vapors of the Stygian Lake) ſeems to 
him more ſweet than either Musk or Ambergricſe ; 
he cannot eat , drink, or do any thing withour her, 
whatſoever he hath , the muſt have a part of ity yea” 
and was he a King, ſhe, and ſheonly fhould be his 
Queen ; he eſtcems all women nothing in compariſon 
of her, and Yenu her {elf muſt alſo vail to her beau. 
ty: Thus blind isthis fond zeal, that ic cannot ſee 
even thoſe things which are moſt apparent to the eye ; 
all her qualities he judges divine, becaule ſhe can lye 
and diflemble , fawnand flatter , ſheis the admira- 


bleft creature in the world ; to {wear and for{wear, 
he 
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he accounts in her for a mark of Gallantry ; to 
{moak, and drink asicxcellent Education; Couzen- 
ivg, Cheaung,and Pugloyning, 10.t}.c excellency and 
mmblencſs of her wit, wherein. ke concerves ſhe ex- 
ceeds. moſt women living ; But on thecotitrary we 
will ſuppoſe hcr to be Diametrically oppottc 'tv 
what we bave already decyphered, faircr than Yen, 
Craſt as Diana, Conſtant as Pexelope, and adorncu 
with all other vertues which may make a womai 
Excellent 4, yeta little diſtaſt, an angry word, a wry 
look , or ſome other very (mail thing, which no- 
thing bura miſtruſtful mind, and a jealous pate, is 
able co diſcerne, ſhall pretencly create a xr wag 
and make a breach wider than che Ocean itſelf; in 
which all the love, .afte&tions, and precenceived 
good opinions are irrecoverably ſwallowed up : the 
man that before was' blind. and could fee no defects 
in his Ido];can now ſee all, - and a thouſand more than 
ſhe hath: yea ſhe who is really beautyful indeed, 
and whoſe vertues tranicend all that a mortall is able 
ro conceive, is now become Odious; Hatefull and' 
Baſe : her beauty. he contemnes-, and blames the 
imbicility of his: judgement for not diſcerning z. and 
by making AI witch others, he preters a 
Kitchin-wench before her, (one perhaps which even 
iache judgement of truth it felf, falls as infinirly 
below her as a Pumice-ſtone doth a Diamond.) 

Her vercues he cermes-vices 4 her good Intentions, 
Diſlimulations.z and. all ber: ations though never {o 
Juſt and Uprighc., Deccitfull- and /Wicked-:. her 
Words he accounts: as: Snaresz and the Glancing 
of ker Eyes, he as carefully avoids as the Poyſon ot 


a :Bopalrski - Thus all rhiogs:are. rendred oppohite, 
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andthe fweet perfume of the Sacrifizeonce offered, 
is now openly become ſtinking and loathſome, and 
likely to abide 0.» ſeculs. The ſame likewiſe, in - 
perſons more diſcreet than the former, where the 
difference ma y not break. out fo pablickly, by reaſon 
there is NO p:.auſfible arguments co excuſe rtething 
to the world ; being occaſtoned cirtier from the 
{m3lneſ. of c c womans porifon ; or the appearance 
of a new object, much cxcceding the old , or cl{c 
' rhe impuflibilicy of accompliſhing of the ching dee 

lircd : for this love, being grounded upon ſomething 
of profit t9 it felt 5 decayes immediately, if either 
155 expectation is frultrated in the one, or incourag- 
cd in the other. ,Thus ſelf inircſt is the only Hieg 
upon which it carncs ; if that be lot, farewell Love, 
and farewell the thing beloved. Love buih upon 
theſe rermes, may be compared toa Merchants whole 
Eſtate , whoſe All is adventured in one Veſſel; 
if the Veſſcl be caſt a way, or ſuffer Ship-wrack, 
all iz loſt, and the Merchant undone ; and fo ir is 
in this Caſe, if any muſchance come , before the 
deſired return, Love is forced to ſuffer, a torall difſo- 
_ and he or ſhe that truſted to ir will be found 
the loſer. 

Bue far diſtant from this is the true Love, for that 
- Is like the needle in the Marriners —_— Con- 

ſtancly pointing towards its Poles, though the. 
raging Ocean to devoure it, and h Con- 
ragious 144 g9mu; 0.2mm . Thus 


1 have ſhown you how it is to match 
in Krenry, chengh 1 have 


with her which excelk 
allowed her to have other qualitics ſufficient tokin- 
ale he fre,and her beauryonly to blow the Coal. Bur 
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I muſttell you, ir is & novelty that will hardlybe 
marched in /obn Fradeshens rarities ; Adeo raracft con. 
cordia forme atque pudicitie, It is a rare thing to ſee 
honeſty ro a long with beauty. And now you 
muſt needs fancy, how I hug my felf in the ſence 
of my own happineſs, that have fixed my affeQions 
upon a perſon thar is not ſo beautyfull in the Vulgar 
acceptation, as ſhe is inthe tranſcendent perfeRions 
of her mind. There ſhe is fair and beauryfull in- 
deed ; which were thoſe excellepcics as viſible, as is 
her outward a ance, Princes and Nobles, would 
bemy Rivalls, You that know by experience wha: 
Vertueis, I dare ſay take more ſatisfaction, in the 
enjoyment of your own vertues, than in the fooliſh 
and trivial] pomps and pleaſures of the vain glorious 
World. - AndI that can boaſt of no other bur a lit- 
tle Innocency, and love to vertne, Aea virtute me 13: 
vol yeo, do hug my (elf inmy own down, and wcu!d 
not change forrines wich Alexander the Grear (by 
whom the world was once Conquered ) Ncr yetwith 
Mahomet for his Senſual Paradice. O how rich then 
ſhall I become, when I'can claime as good a tit'e to 
her verrues as tomy own : But 1 fear, that in the ac- 
cumulation of rhote Eminent and 1ljuſtrious Tran- 
ſcendencies, I ſhall loſe my little ſpark of humility, 
by being tranſported with the Gloryes of 'my Em- 
pire. Jpſam Os virtute Virtixter peto gud nibul oft mel:- 
1 1pſe pretium ſue eft, inmo ſummum banum oft infraqr- 
lis animi vager,& providentia,& ſubtilitss,&ſanitas, 
libert as Concordia & decor: For my part,my deſign is,1o 
lay my ſelf our in adiligent and induſtrious life, and 
not roandulge my felf in carral JE to me tt is 
agreater pleainre to contemne ſuch delights, than to 
E 2 cnjoy 
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enjoy them z for ic is @ Vulgarand'V icions thing, | in- 
Jr. Aon wich Wiſdom and: Verwe : Yoluptas etiam 
ax witam turpiſſimam ventt, & infelices quidam, nox 
ſine Voluptate tmmo 0b ipſam woluptatem ſunt volupt as 
imnutile, ſervile, imbicillum,” Cadacum, ©. Dixit Se- 
neca ; truly if it be rightly.conſidred,; it is mach-be. 
low:the ſtoop of a rationall:creature, and is.{o far 
from contributing to his felicity, that it- renders 
him the more milecable : : for ir ſenſibly corrupts his 
mind, vaniſhes in a;,moment, and leaves him-.more 
unſatisfied than if he had never kngwnit. Habet hoc 
voluptas omnis | ({ayes Horace) : Stymulis agit. fruentes, 
aptumgue par volantium,ubi grats mella fudit,fugit, © mi- 
nis tenact ferit ia corda Morſu : But Dear (ir,exerciſe 
the Vercueof your patience in viewing the tediousneſs 
and impertinency of my'diſcour{e;l confeſs 1 am fo in- 
cumbred with this pedantick ſtufting in the head, 
chat I lay: down theſe fragments of : Latin, rather to 
empty my. brain of this rubbiſh of the Schools, than 
out of anp.finical deſign for. adornation of my ftile, 
for I know «nothing is more out of fafhion, thantbis 
Babilonifh confuſion, of tongues: - And yet I think 
you will excuſe me fot dreſling my mind in the lan- 
guage of thoſe leafned Authors, to fave you from my 
own harſh and unpoliſhed tranſlation; for I mult 
humbly - acknowledge: that: both my  mind-and 
my pen, have been © liccle uſed to theſe ſoft and fe- 
- minine ſubjets; that when I have occaſion to treat 
of them,. I want both words to expreſs my ſence, 
and ſence toexpreſs my words.. Now if it beaſinto 
doubt of your Charity to pardon: or forgive, what I 
have here done toſ{crveyou ; I ſhall chen preſume up- 
on your patience, and as1 have hitherto argued ne- 

| gatively, 
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gatively, to ſhew you that the youth and beauty your 
aftetions could have wiſhed me, would not inany 
probability, Rave Contribured ſo much ro my felici- 
is as this deareſt Creature, whom I have made my 
choiſe,, and one whom (my reaſon. alſotells me) 7 
ought co-fix my love. | 7ſhall now endeavour to ſhew 
you politively that in Common reaſon and prudence 
1t is molt proper, for a young man tomarry a woman 
endowed with a- larger ſtock: of years than himſelt : 
And becaule the Poer admoniſhes me, hreve ſit quod 
tuypiter.audes, that which 1 know before hand 7 can 
nor dowell, /will do ſo well as to be ſhort in doing 
of it: for yourh to marry youth, whar is it in nature 
but coadd tuell to fire; ro ſet a Giddy and Unex- 
perienced phaeton to guide theflaming Steeds of Phe - 
bus > it 15 an old Proverb among horſmen, an old 
Horſe to a young Man,::and an old Man to a young 
Horſe, : (which 1t ſo be, it can not be meant old in 
years it mult certainly then be underſtood old in expe- 
rience :)- that the ſtaiedneſs and ſobriety of -the old 
Horſe may prevent the precipitency and raſhneſs of 
the young, Man; and the diſcretion and moderation 
of che old Man, may corre& the Fury and Vildneſs 
of the young Horſe : Andthus wechaſtiſe the God of 
Wine with Water; Eights in Muſick make a {wee- 
ter harmony thn Vniſons ; age and youth inconfort, 
compoſe; the 'moſk mellodious quire. © The Romany 
were a people no leſs pollitick: than puiſſant ,, and 
they uſed to chooſe for ther Conſuls, one who was 
Eminent for Wiſdom and Gravity ,'(which are the 
properties of age,) and anorher which was Valient, 
Acwe and' Hardy (which are the, Qualities. of 
youth:) thatſo the one might furniſh the Common 
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Wealth with Eyes, the other with Hands ; thus 
they wedded contemplation with aG&ionz and by a 
conrexture of ages, made up the' truly Valient Ge. 

neral, adding the Foxes Caſe tothe Lyons Skin. 
For my part / am but of yeſterday and know no- 
thing , raw , and unexpert in the affaircs of the 
World; and if I ſhould adventure to lanch out, 
into the ſtormy Ocean without the Condu of a*skil- 
ful Pilot, 7 ſhould not eſcape thoſe Sands, and Rocks 
which I ſee not z there is no ſafety without the con. 
du of prudence; and whoſo ever truſts his all up- 
on the miſerable experienceof Neſcience , deſerves 
to be nndon : There are fone which are fo Valienr 
and fool hardy, that they eſteem nothing honour- 
able but what they archive with rhe hazard of their 
lives; and think, thoſe a&ions only ro be Glorious 
which none elſe dares attempt beſides themſclves ; 
choughat laſt they may account all cheir fortunacy 
rather to the good hand of providence than either to 
their Wir or Courage, And now x he rr 
to bea5 abſolute a Monarch in my little ical 
Kingdom, as the ſevereſt Tyrant inthe World , yet 
like an mfant Prince I implore the affiftance of her 
experienced age, "whom 7 choolc to be my proteo. 
* refs and Guardian: Thus dol intend to lay the Reins 
in her hand, tolove her as my Bonef Genius, andto 
conſult her as my Oracle, not doubting of ſucceſs in 
theend, having her infalible dire&ion mm the uſe of 
the meanes. Thus in marryins herl marry happi- 
neſs ; notthe ſtoical happineſs, of Contentment with 4 
little, but with much, even whatſoever 1 can wiſh 
tor,” within the power of wiſdom 'aud pollicy ; bur 1 
promiſed to be ſhort, andtheretore will hait on to. 
wards 
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wards a conclufion, having now ſhewh you the catu- 
xalne(s and reaſonableneſs of my intended marriage 
1am not hurried to it upon the wheels of paſſion as 
many men arc I doubt not, but to enjoy more 
rcal comforr and conſtant ſatisfaQion, than all the 
Ranting Amorets in the World, For my love muſt 
needs be of longer continuance, and greater conſtancy, 
(bring an afteftion of my mind, eſtabliſhed upon the 
fixed and firm toundatwn of Nature anJReaſon) than 
theirs, which is but a paſſion ſtirred up by the 1ner- 
gciicall faculty or vertue of ſome fading vanity, it 
may be beauty, or ſome ſuch like fooliſh bauble, Bur 
whether do1 wander ! feducing your fancy, from 

our more weighty concernments, to artend my child- 
1i/hanimaJverions? the unſuirablencfs of which en- 
ter:ainmene, may render the time ſpent in the read-- 
ing thereof, tedious to you*: yet 1 hope 1am not al- 
together inexcuſable becauſe my treſpaſs or offence, 
hach been accompanied with an ambition to ſerve 
you; and wich the ſame deſire, I have cut it as ſhort 
as 1 could poſſibly (ro give you the ſence of my mind) 
knowing that ſervices well intended, and ill perform- 
ed, havea fault, which may be ſhaded with forgiv- 
neſs ; which (if it be your goodneſs to beſtow on this 
of mine) ler me expreſs my gratitude, or (if not) 


ter me _ my Guilt, by —_—— Com- 


mands,in ſomthing within the narrow Capacity of. 
Sir, 
Towr Humble and Faithful 
Servant, Au B. 


Frys Inn, Londen, 
29, Sept, I 67 Is 


